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ABSTRACT 
This year, Wikimedia starts to build a new platform for the collaborative acquisition and maintenance of 
structured data: Wikidata. Wikidata's prime purpose is to be used within the other Wikimedia projects, like 
Wikipedia, to provide well-maintained, high-quality data. The nature and requirements of the Wikimedia 
projects require to develop a few novel, or at least unusual features for Wikidata: Wikidata will be a 
secondary database, i.e. instead of containing facts it will contain references for facts. It will be fully 
internationalized. It will contain inconsistent and contradictory facts, in order to represent the diversity of 
knowledge about a given entity. 

Categories and Subject Descriptors 
H.3.5 [Information Storage and Retrieval]: Online Information Systems; H.5.3 [Information Interfaces]: 
Group and Organization Interfaces—Web-based interactions; I.2.4 [Artificial Intelligence]: Knowledge 
Representation; K.4.3 [Computers and Society]: Organizational Impacts—Computer-supported 
collaborative work 

General Terms 
Human Factors, Documentation, Languages. 
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